Book of Revelation
22 – The Seven Trumpets – Interlude, Part 1
[The Angel and the Little Scroll]

[10:1] Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. [2] He had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land, [3] and called out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. [4] And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down.” [5] And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven [6] and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more delay, [7] but that in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants[f1] the prophets.

[8] Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the scroll that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” [9] So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to me, “Take and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.” [10] And I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter. [11] And I was told, “You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and languages and kings.”


(Revelation 10 ESV)
 
[Footnotes]
======================================================= 
[1] 10:7 Greek bondservants

 1. Frame of reference

(a) Six trumpets sounded, seventh remaining

 i. One more “woe” left

(b) Judgments falling upon those who have rejected God

(c) “Signs” do not convince those who have chosen to reject God

(d) Trumpets sounding is allusion to the morning sacrifice ritual at the temple

(e) Trumpets are a call for God to remember and respond to his people's cries/prayers

(f) “For me, Revelation 10 and 11 have been as difficult to understand as any part of the entire book.” Jon Paulien (The Gospel from Patmos)

(g) “Particularly with the book of Revelation, many teachers of prophecy like to fill in too many details on which the text does not directly comment.” (ibid)

 2. First thoughts

(a) The succession of trumpets is interrupted

 i. Just as in the seals, there is an “interlude” between the sixth and seventh

 ii. Just as in the seals, an angel  from heaven interrupts the sequence

 iii. Just as in the seals, the angel speaks

 iv. Just as in the seals, John is instructed to interact with the vision

(b) Imagery replicates and echoes things already seen

 i. Rainbow (4:3)

 ii. Anthropomorphic description of a being (like the sun, like pillars of fire) (1:12-16)

 iii. A scroll (ch 5)

 iv. Sea and land (5:13; 7:1-3)

 v. Loud voice (1:10-15; 4:1; 5:2; 6:6; 7:2; 8:13)

 vi. Thunder (4:5; 6:1; 8:5)

 vii. Image of being walking on the earth (1:12-13)

 viii. God's servants (1:1; 6:11; 7:3)

 ix. Command to prophesy/write down (1:11, 19)

(c) Some questions

 i. Why the interruption in sounding the trumpets?

 ii. Why is this angel described using some of the attributes that were previously associated with Jesus?

 iii. What is this little scroll? Is it the Lamb's scroll or a different one?

 iv. What is this about the seven thunders? Why is John prevented from writing down what was said?

 v. What does it mean for the angel to stand upon the sea and the land?

 vi. What is the “mystery of God?”

 vii. Is there any significance to the act of eating on John's part?

 3. Background

(a) Jewish literature pictures a number of angels as being as high as the highest heavens, often shining like the sun (2 Enoch; 3 Enoch; rabbis; cf. Daniel 10:6; cf. the Greek figure Atlas). Both evil angels (1 Enoch) and good angels could be very tall. Sometimes they were crowned (e.g., 2 Enoch; 3 Enoch), in this case with a rainbow; in 3 Enoch, even the crown is more than a five-hundred-year journey high. (Sometimes such language was also used figuratively, e.g., for a particular high priest.) John borrows the imagery of his day for a powerful angel over creation (see comment on Rev. 7:1). (IVP BBC NT)

(b) Raising one’s hand toward a god was used in solemn oath formulas in Greek culture as well as in the Old Testament and later Jewish literature. Here John alludes to Daniel 12:7, where an angel lifted his hands toward heaven and swore by the one who lives forever that there would be only three and a half more years until the end; here this angel swears that the time has come, and there is no further delay. (IVP BBC NT)
 4. Details

(a) Interlude or not?

 i. It could be considered a separate message between the sixth and seventh trumpets

 A. This would be in line with what happened between sixth and seventh seals

 ii. However, 11:14 reads “The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come.”

 A. So this section could be considered part of an extended sixth trumpet 

 iii. During the seals, its interlude was an expansion of the sixth

 A. We could consider this current interlude to serve the same function

(b) v1-3, 5-6, “mighty angel” 

 i. Described in terms of attributes previously used to describe Jesus

 A. It could be “another” angel → but “angel” could simply mean “messenger”

 B. This messenger could then be Jesus

 C. Some commentaries support this angel as being Jesus

 ii. However... 

 A. Why does this being swear an oath by God's name? (v.5-6)

 B. There are some differences in descriptive details in terms of how Jesus was described in earlier chapters

 C. The parallel interlude of the seals show simply another angelic being

 iii. This may be a literary device that John uses to emphasize to his audience that this mighty angel is very, very important – that what follows is a critical scene

(c) v2, 8-11, “a little scroll open”

 i. It could be the scroll that was unsealed

 A. If the mighty angel is assumed to be Jesus, this proposition is strengthened

 B. But, why, after spending so much time building suspense would the scroll's opening be done behind the scenes?

 C. We have also established in prior examination that the scroll of the Lamb is probably the Book of Life

· Why would John be told to eat the Book of Life?

 ii. Difference between bibliardidion (booklet) and biblion (book)

 A. Perhaps the difference is just coincidental, perhaps it is not

 B. However, this section between v.8-11 is strong allusion to Ezekiel 2:8-3:4

 iii. A little scroll, differentiated from the scroll given to the Lamb is probably the best interpretation

(d) v3-4, “seven thunders”

 i. Traditionally associated with voice of God (Ex 19:19; 1 Sam 7:10; Job 37:2-5; Ps 29:3)

 ii. “The Dead Sea Scrolls contain a fragmentary astrological text that includes dire predictions based upon the interpretation of thunder... Thunder is associated with judgment at several points in Revelation.” (RNT)

 iii. “Seal up” reminiscent of instruction to Daniel

 iv. Some things of God remain a mystery, and his servants must be okay with that

(e) v5, “sea... land... heaven”

 i. Encompassing all of creation: realm of the dead, the earth and living beings, the spiritual realm of God

 ii. The mighty angel has been handed authority over all creation

(f) v6, “swore by him”

 i. Echoes of Daniel 12:7

 A. Key difference: in Daniel the events following the prophecy given to him would come after 1260 days; in Revelation, there will be no more delay

 ii. This is the only occurrence of swearing an oath in Revelation

 A. This message, then, is of particular importance

 iii. “Delay” → chronos → seen earlier in 6:9-11 (fifth seal, saints asking God when vindication would come, told to rest a little longer [chronos])

 A. Inference → the time of judgment and vindication has come

(g) v7, “mystery of God”
 i. Mystery in NT use → the plan of God for the world. It was “hidden” in the past but has now been revealed in and through Jesus (Rom 16:25-26; Eph 3:4-6, 9-10; Col 1:26-27)

 ii. “Would be fulfilled” → God's plan for the world is about to be completed

 iii. “Announced to his servants” → allusion to Amos 3:7

(h) v8-11, “You must again prophesy”

 i. Second commissioning of John

 A. In the manner of Ezekiel

 ii. Sweet, because it is a message from God

 iii. Bitter, because it is a message of judgment

 A. Because this message will be rejected

 iv. The act of eating perhaps represents internalizing the message

 A. John not only gives the message, but perhaps he identifies with Jesus, the giver of the message and so he will experience a portion of bitterness that Jesus experiences when his message is rejected

(i) Summary

 i. Time on the earth will eventually come to an end

 ii. God's plan for restoring creation to its original state (shalom) will be fulfilled

 iii. Some parts of his plan will remain a mystery to his servants

 iv. The gospel is a two-edged sword: sweet to those who accept; bitter for those who reject

 v. We, as God's servants, are commissioned to deliver this gospel message
